














What To Do. When renting or buying a 

home in a multi-family building, lodging 

overnight away from home, or housing 

loved ones in dormitories or nursing facilities, 

consider buildings that provide all three

components of balanced design. Look for 

smoke detectors, sprinkler systems, and ask 

if walls, floors, and roofs are of concrete 

construction. Urge local building code 

officials to assure that multi-family homes 

are constructed using all three components 

of balanced fire-safe design, including 

the critical component: non-combustible 

concrete construction. 

Look for the Three Key

Elements of Balanced Design

• Smoke detect10n

• Fire suppression

• Compartmentation to provide 

for fire containment
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