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have been conducted for more than 30 

other locations, all showing similar 

results demonstrating that the initial cost 

difference between Type I and Type V 

construction for similar building size and 

occupancy is not nearly as significant as 

suggested by a cursory review of the ICC 

building cost data. For more information, 

see the article Optimizing Your Con­

struction and Initial Costs under Fire 

Safety at www.cement.org/codes. 

Strategies for influencing 

improved building codes 

The masonry position on fire protection 

is likely to remain the minority view in 

the development of model building 

codes. While the industry will continue 

to challenge the continued erosion of the 

passive fire protection provisions, the 

IBC and NFPA 5000 are model codes for 

states and local jurisdictions to consider 

in developing a building code, i.e. law, 

that is appropriate for specific jurisdic­

tions. The model codes represent mini­

mum requirements and may not ade­

quately consider local resources, cli­

mate, topography or geology. 

Our industry, which has historically 

focused on educating and influencing 

design professionals, builders and owners, 

encourages construction to provide supe­

rior fire safety compared to minimum 
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construction prov1s10ns permitted by 

building codes. We may not have placed 

enough emphasis on educating building 

code officials, building code administra­

tors, fire marshals and fire services. This 

important audience continues to receive 

misinformation about passive versus 

active fire protection, reliability of fire 

sprinklers and the concepts of affordabil­

ity and initial costs. People influencing 

state and local building codes need to be 

better informed so they can make appro­

priate decisions for their communities. 

W hile some efforts by individual 

cement-based product industry groups 

have proven to be effective, it seems that 

the best success results when industry 

groups in a particular state or region 

work together and share implementation 

and benefits of programs designed to 

influence state and local building codes. 

This can be done through alliances such 

as FSCAC. The benefits of these alliances 

is that local members: 

1) tend to see the real impact of sprinkler

trade-offs on the low-rise and mid-rise

office, apartments, hotels, motels and

assisted living facilities

2) are constituents in the jurisdiction and

have a better opportunity to influence

regulators and legislators involved in

the development of building codes

3) have more access to and can thus

more readily develop relationships 

with building code officials, building 

code administrations, fire marshals 

and fire service personnel. 

We need these individuals to be bet­

ter educated so they can enact and 

enforce improved building codes at the 

state and local level and support pro­

posed changes intended to improve the 

national model building codes. 

National industry organizations and 

alliances will continue to focus their 

efforts on the national model building 

codes and to provide support for region­

al, state and local programs designed to 

influence state and local building codes. 

Many resources, such as industry statis­

tics that are particularly valuable when 

talking to elected and appointed officials, 

are now available on the P CA website: 

www. cement. org/ codes/ sta te_local_ 

codes.asp. 
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